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herself in large scale production only in recent years and it will be some time before
she is able to compete on equal terms with the advanced countries of the
West. Till she passes the age of industrial adolescene, she must needs depend
on tariffs as a protective measure. sir geoffrey corbett's refusal, on behalf of
India, to be a party to the declaration of a tariff holidayjwas therefore quite justified
and if there be any nation which cavils at India's decision to stand out of the tariff
holiday convention we can only say that there is something wrong with the sense
of fairness of that nation. The reluctance of India to be enthusiastic about the
proposal to give financial aid to the States victims of aggression, to which, too,
India's representatives at Geneva gave expression, is also easily understood.
India may be a great country ; but she is exceptionally poor. No country,
moreover, will dare complain that our quota of financical sacrifice undertaken
in order to sustain the League is less than it ought to be. Even some British
statesmen, it is reported, at first shrank from undertaking the burden arising out
of the proposal to aid the victims of aggression ; how, then, can poor India
be called upon or even expected to agree to shoulder it ? The principle underlying
the convention regarding financial assistance to States victims of aggression is, of
course, sound, but India cannot afford to undertake, especally in her present
financial circumstances, a liability which in its nature is essentially indeterminate,
In any case, her existing commitments are too heavy to permit any addition
thereto, and we daresay impartial members of the League will appreciate her
position. There is a third subject which also the League considered and we note
that India's representatives have made her a party to the decision thereon. We
refer to the signature of the Optional Clause, That Clause provides that any
State which adheres to it thereby undertakes to submit all its disputes with any
other signatory to the jurisdiction of the International Court. It wilt be noticed
from Mr. Henderson's statement signifying Britain's decision to sign the Clause
that she does so with certain reservations. One of these reservations is that
inter-imperial disputes shall not be reckoned as being subject to the jurisdiction
of the Court. We note that sir muhammad habibullah accepted the Clause
in the terms proposed by Mr. henderson, The wisdom of India's signing the
Clause Is now clear to us. It will be seen that the South African representative
took a line of action different from that which sir muhammad adopted. He
refused to agree that inter-imperial disputes were ipsofacio outside the purview of
the International Court, but accepted the Clause because South Africa pre-
ferred to settle such disputes by other means than by an appeal to the International
Court. Those Dominion Governments which have signed the Clause have done
So subject to the condition that their Parliaments should ratify the action. Whether
this reservation applies to India as well, it is not clear. We hope, however, that the
Government of India, like the Dominion Governments have stipulated that their
acceptance of the Clause will become operative only after "India's Parliament" has
signified its approval of the Government's decision. In any case, it is to be hoped
that the Legislative Assembly will take an early opportunity to raise a debate on the
question and see that the Clause does not come into effect until it accepts it after
due deliberation."
Mr. Vijiyaraghavachariar on the League,
It would be interesting here to read the introduction to a pamphlet
issued by Mr. C. Vijiyaraghavachariar of Salem under the caption of ''League
of Nations and India's Emancipation" in which he warmly advocated
an appeal by India to the League of Nations for her economic and politi-
cal emancipation. In his opinion, the League is inspired with a very high ideal
and by virtue of the articie XI of the League Covenant, it can take cognisance of
any matter which affects the peace of the world and insist that the rights
of mankind shall not be interfered with. Mr. Achariar hoped that the
intervention of the -League would, help India to achieve freedom without
requiring her to go through the trials and tribulations which would be
necessary if she were to adopt other methods for the same purpose. "Let
me not be understood", said Mr, Vijiaraghavachariar, "as expressing any
of faith in the principles and the policy of non-co-operation, My faith in

